
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Pursuant to the Fifth Amended Administrative Order Expanding 
Statewide Judiciary Operations in Light of the Covid -19 Emergency, 
issued by Chief Judge Getty on 3/2/22, the District Court for Harford 

County will be fully operational beginning 3/7/22.

Overview
There will be no screening requirements for entry to the courthouse. 

Masks are not required for members of the public, but strongly 
encouraged for those who are not fully vaccinated.

The following persons, however, may not enter the Courthouse:

Anyone with a confirmed COVID-19 diagnosis who remains 
symptomatic or within the applicable quarantine period.

Anyone not fully vaccinated who was exposed to a person with a 
confirmed COVID-19 diagnosis and who remains within the 
applicable quarantine period; and

Anyone who has been advised by a doctor, hospital, or local 
health department to self-quarantine.



Docket Structure

Protective and Peace Order cases (and all related matters) will be heard 
Monday through Friday, with cases scheduled every thirty minutes 
beginning at 9am.

Criminal cases will be heard Monday through Thursday in three 
courtrooms, both morning and afternoon. Dockets will be staggered 
with cases scheduled at 9am, 10am, 11am 1:30 pm and 2:30 pm. 

Bail reviews will be held daily at 1:30 pm, in the Protective Order 
courtroom.

Civil cases will be heard on Friday in three courtrooms. Cases will be set 
at 9am, 10am, 11am, 1:30 pm and 2:30 pm. 

Landlord/ Tenant matters, including failure to pay rent actions, will be 
heard on Friday at 9am, 10am, 11am, 1:30 pm and 2:30 pm.

MHDP and ORC will remain as currently scheduled. Requests to appear 
remotely for these specialty courts must be directed to the presiding 
judge.

Criminal DV cases will be heard every Wednesday, with cases set at 
9am, 10am, 11am, 1:30 pm and 2:30 pm.

Routine traffic cases will be heard Monday through Thursday in three 
criminal courtrooms at 11:30 am. Routine traffic cases may also be set 
on certain Tuesday mornings and certain Wednesday afternoons.

Defendants in criminal cases set for trial are required to appear in 
person.



Remote hearings may be held for every other case type, including 
protective and peace orders, traffic waiver hearings, post judgment civil 
proceedings, IST status hearings, sentence modifications, and agreed 
criminal pleas. Please contact the clerk’s office to obtain Zoom 
information or submit a written request to the Court.

Procedures established throughout this notice may need to be modified 

based on future orders from the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals 

and/or the Governor of the State of Maryland, as well as federal, state 

and local health department requirements.


