
Harford County Bar Association 

General Meeting 

MINUTES – February 7, 2018 

 

Carl Schlaich called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. 

 

A quorum was determined to be present. 

 

The minutes from the September meeting were moved for approval, seconded and approved. 

 

Jen Vido of the Harford County Bar Foundation made announcements as follows: 

 

The Eamonn J. Gordon Award for the most pro bono hours in 2017 is open for 

nominations. 

 

The Beam of Light Award was opened for nominations with an application on the 

website. 

 

The Lawyer Referral Service is receiving over 100 calls per week.  For $100.00 per year, 

an attorney can put their name on the list for referrals. 

 

The Judicare Program which pays $80.00 per hour is looking for volunteers. 

 

The Kentucky Derby Party which will be held at 510 Johnny’s is looking for sponsors 

and attendance. 

 

Judge Eaves introduced our newest Family Magistrate, Laura M. Walker, who is taking over for 

Family Magistrate J. Richard Moore, III who is retiring. 

 

Judge Eaves also introduced Bob Kahoe as the new Court Auditor, replacing Richard Jones who 

had been the Court Auditor since 1971. 

 

Judge John P. Morrissey, Chief Judge, District Court of Maryland, Chair of MDEC, gave a 

presentation on the electronic filing system which will begin in Harford County on April 16, 

2018.  Judge Morrissey and Arthur Pham, Judge Morrissey’s law clerk, went through the 

specifics of registering and filing electronically.   

 

Upon the conclusion of the presentation, there was a question and answer period. 

 

Donna Beard gave the Treasurer’s Report indicating that there was just over $25,000 combined 

in the checking and savings account, which is up over last year despite a decrease in dues 

payments.  This has been done by keeping the program and office expenses down. 

 

Carl Schlaich presented the President’s report. 

 



He indicated that the Executive Council met in October, November and December 2017.  No 

meeting was held in January due to a number of members of the Executive Counsel being sick. 

 

He indicated that the Crab Feast in September was a sellout. 

 

He attended the Leadership Conference in October where the Harford County Bar Association 

received the Best Project Award for the revival of Law Day.  He expressed his thanks to all those 

who assisted. 

 

As of November 2017 there were 40-45 who had not paid their membership dues and 41 letters 

went out.   

 

In December, Donna Beard sent emails and as a result 35 names were struck from the rolls as 

members of the Harford County Bar Association for a variety of reasons.   The membership of 

253 minus 35 stricken results in 218 paid members of the Harford County Bar Association. 

 

Carl noted that government employees need to use a private email address because a number of 

government email servers are sending Harford County Bar Association emails to spam or 

rejecting them. 

 

Under consideration are dues invoices being sent out by paper as well as email unless there is a 

way for an office with more than one attorney to pay collectively instead of individually, one at a 

time by credit card only. 

 

Carl indicated that the Holiday Party in December at 510 Johnny’s was a huge success. 

 

Carl indicated that he had added Kelly Casper, Mark Meehan and Debbie Lynch to the Judicial 

Nominating Committee of the Harford County Bar Association. 

 

Judge Cooper reported on CLE and that they are working on programs with Chief Judge Murphy 

on evidence and lunch at Liberatore’s. 

 

Judge Carey was to give a one hour presentation on February 27
th

 at 4:00 p.m. in the District 

Court on medication assistance program. 

 

The Women’s Bar Association was presenting a Valentine’s CLE on Valentine’s Day at 220 

South Main Street on the new tax law.  Food was to be provided with RSVP’s to Sarah Gable.  

The presentation is free to WBA members and $10.00 to all others. 

 

Brian Young presented the Social Committee Report.  He indicated that Bowling with the Bar 

was scheduled for February 24
th

 between 8:00 and 10:00 p.m.  He indicated that the lunches at 

Liberatore’s on the first Tuesday’s of each month was flat rate at 12:00 noon and that they were 

looking at every other month being a social/CLE presentation 

 



Chris vanRoden did a brief on membership, indicating that as membership applications come in 

to the Bar Association via email, he received the application from Genavieve Shipley who also 

confirms whether payment has been made or not with Donna Beard, our Treasurer. 

 

Mike Leaf reported on behalf of the Judicial Nominating Committee of the Harford County Bar 

Association and indicated that the role of the committee has changed.  Now the committee 

reviews the applications and makes recommendations. 

 

Mike indicated that the rule had been revised from the current rule which provided personal 

interviews with all applicants.  That will no longer take place. 

 

He indicated that the revised policy and procedures will be posted on the Bar Association 

website.  The Judicial Nominating Committee will continue the Survey Monkey for input and 

indicated that the committee does take the input seriously. 

 

Mike thanks all of the members of the committee for their hard work. 

 

Kim Fleming reported on the Bench Bar Liaison Committee.  She indicated that the next meeting 

was scheduled for March 20
th

 at 4:00 p.m. in the District Court library. 

 

Kim indicated that the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office has been very responsive to the discussion 

and issues presented. 

 

Judge Carey had no report for the Audit Committee. 

 

Judge Hazlett had no report for the By-Laws Committee. 

 

Eleni vanRoden announced on behalf of the Young Lawyers Section of the Maryland State Bar 

Association that a Meet and Mingle would be held at MaGerk’s the following Thursday, 

February 15
th

 between 5-7pm and to RSVP by February 12
th

 to Angela Monroe at the Maryland 

State Bar Association. 

 

Diane Tobin reported on behalf of the Outreach Committee that the Mock Trials were underway 

with two trials left as a result of weather cancellations, one the following evening and one the 

following week.   

 

She indicated that the Civics and the Law was to be presented on March 23
rd

 at Harford 

Community College and that she needed help planning, setting up and presenting. 

 

Diane indicated that this would be her last year chairing the Mock Trial and Civics and the Law 

programs. 

 

Rob McCord has no report for the Technology Committee. 

 

Krystle Acevedo Howard reported that she is working on signing up new sponsors for the Bar 

Association. 



 

Tony DiPaula reported on Law Day which will be held on May 1
st
 and was waiting on a response 

from the Maryland State Bar Association with regard to programming. 

 

Sarah Gable reported on the Gala scheduled for Friday, April 27, 2018 at Maryland Golf and 

Country Club at 7:00 p.m.  This is a joint effort between the Women’s Bar Association and the 

Harford County Bar Association.  Members and guests are welcome and the theme is Bourbon 

and Bowties with the Bar. 

 

Carl then initiated a discussion regarding the issue of the Bar Association “promoting” the sitting 

Judges, indicating that as an association the policy had been the Harford County Bar Association 

would only support sitting Judges, meaning that the Bar Association would publicize the 

fundraisers of the sitting Judges.  After significant discussion, the question on the floor was 

whether the Bar Association continues the policy of only supporting (publicizing) the sitting 

Judges, not to support anyone for any office, support any judicial candidate, or support any 

candidate for any position.  Additional discussion took place and ultimately, ballots were 

distributed to all members in attendance.  At that point a motion was made to vote electronically 

and that was motion was seconded.  After discussion, the motion to vote electronically was 

defeated.   

 

The ballots having been handed out, they were collected and counted by members of the 

Executive Council:  Donna Beard, Brian Young, Christopher vanRoden, Carl Schlaich, Elizabeth 

Thompson, and Jeffrey Michaels.   

 

The vote ended in a tie between continuing to support (publicize) the events of the sitting Judges 

only and not to support (publicize) any candidate for any office. 

 

As a result of the tie vote, a motion was made of the Executive Council and as a quorum existed, 

the motion was seconded and passed to retain the current Harford County Bar Association policy 

of publicizing the events of the sitting Judges as a result of the tie vote on the ballot which did 

not change the policy of the Harford County Bar Association. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

 

The next meeting will be the annual membership meeting of the Harford County Bar Association 

on Wednesday, May 9, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. in the Ceremonial Courtroom. 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Christopher R. vanRoden 

      Secretary 

 


