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President’s Message
President’s Message:
Grinding along….that’s how it feels, especially with
this horrible winter that we have been experiencing!
But spring is coming, and along with it come several
opportunities to do things that are fun, rewarding,
and give back to the community. I first want to
thank the social committee for putting together a
very fun night of bowling at Forest Hill Lanes. We
had many new faces at the event, and despite the
pains experienced the next day by many of us (who
knew bowling was such a strenuous sport!), we all
had a great time and bragging rights have been reestablished for the upcoming year. I would also like
to thank all of you who took time out of your busy
schedules to help with the High School Mock Trial
tournament. I especially want to acknowledge Debbie Bliss, who once again helped with lining up the
scorers, judges, and courtrooms. I think that the enthusiasm of the high school students who participate
in the program is contagious. I have been fortunate
to be a coach, and I have found that working with
these talented young people has been its own reward. Along those lines, the Bar Association has
decided to present the Civics and Law Academy in
the high schools. It is scheduled for April 11, 2014,
in the morning, at Joppatowne High School. If you
would like to participate, please let us know. We are
working on planning the event, and we need
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help with both planning ahead of the event and
working on the day of the program. We need more
than attorney presenters, so if you would like to help
by helping to check in, making programs, putting
together packets, we can use you! I volunteered last
year, and I found it to be a very rewarding experience. It is wonderful to see the caliber of students
that our Harford County Public School system is
producing. Trust me, you will get back much more
than you give when you work with these students.
We also have many CLE programs scheduled this
spring. The CLE committee is doing a great job to
give us a variety of programs and there is bound to
be something that appeals to everyone, no matter
what the nature of your practice. The new admittee
ceremony is scheduled for April 4, 2014, so please
attend and help us welcome attorneys who are new
to Harford County. Whew! There is a lot going on!
If you have been sitting back wanting to become
more active in the Bar Association, now is your
chance. It is a lot of fun and adds a great deal to the
practice of law in Harford County. Wait, is that a
robin outside my window? No, false alarm. Soon
though!
Diane Tobin, President
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UPCOMING EVENTS
CLE IMMIGRATION LAW
Wednesday, March 12
Noon to 1 pm
Law Library
PANEL DISCUSSION: REPRESENTING
CHILDREN IN CONTESTED CUSTODY
CASES IN MARYLAND
Tuesday, March 25
11:45 am to 1:30 pm
Law Library
NEW ADMITTEE CEREMONY
Friday, April 4
4 pm
Ceremonial Courtroom
CIVICS & LAW ACADEMY
Friday, April 11
Morning
Joppatowne High School
ATTORNEY GRIEVANCES: HOW TO
AVOID THEM
Wednesday, April 16
Noon to 1 pm
Law Library
COLLABORATIVE LAW TRAINING
Wed. to Fri., April 23 –25
9 to 4 pm

Event Planning
Officers, Committee Chairs and Members:
If you are requesting Harford County Bar Association funding and/or sponsorship for your event,
please submit, within a reasonable time prior to
the event, a written proposal to the Executive
Council. The proposal shall include the dollar
amount requested. See By-Laws, Art. VI, as provided to members only on our website. For questions please contact the Executive Director.

Thank you.

Archived at: http://www.harcobar.org/newsletters.
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Committee on Military Law and Veterans
Affairs earns MSBA Full Section Status

See page 8 for this
year’s surprise
winner!

The Maryland State Bar Association's Board of Governors voted to elevate the Special Committee on Military Law and Veterans Affairs to
full section status at the Board's February 25, 2014 meeting in Baltimore. The full membership of the MSBA will be asked to confirm the
Board's recommendation at the 2014 Annual Meeting in Ocean City.
Among the soon-to-be section's priorities is to work with Bar, Judicial and political leaders to facilitate the establishment of problem solving Veterans Courts. Veterans Courts have been established in a majority of the states any many nearby jurisdictions including York, Pa. and
Wilmington, Del. The Veterans Court concept is closely linked and
modeled after the Drug and Mental Health specialty problem solving
courts already thriving in Maryland.
With more than 24,000 veterans living in Harford County, Maryland according to recent census and V.A. data, Harford County may be
an excellent jurisdiction for such a program. Nationwide and local V.A.
statistics identify about 7 to 8% of pre-trial detainees as veterans based
upon self-reporting information. Identifying V.A. benefit eligible veterans is but one challenge of all veterans courts programs. Preliminary
discussions are ongoing regarding pursuing the possibility of establishing a Veterans Court in Bel Air and any interested parties are encouraged to contact the undersigned.

Congratulations
to
Nancy Mahoney
New Pro Bono
Committee Chair

Mike Comeau 410-638-3205 mgcomeau@harfordcountymd.gov

Congratulations To:

Brenda Hamilton
Secretary to the Hon. William O. Carr
Harford County Bar Foundation’s
Beam of Light!
Thank you Brenda for all that you do!
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The Honorable Yolanda L. Curtin, Circuit Court for Harford County
Investiture - November 15, 2013

Congratulations!
Please consider participating in this year’s
———————————————
CIVICS AND LAW ACADEMY
Friday, April 11, 2014,
————————–—————————————
The Harford County Bar Association will be partnering with Harford County
Public Schools to bring the Civics and Law Academy back to Harford County. Last year’s participating schools were very enthusiastic about continuing
the program, and we look forward to engaging the students.
Volunteers will be needed
and a planning meeting is to be
scheduled soon. Please join us.
Please contact Adam Hyman at adam.s.hyman@gmail.com
March 2014
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CLE
Immigration Law:
What Family Law Practitioners Need to Know
Speaker: Van T. Doan, Esquire
Wednesday, March 12, 2014
Noon to 1:00 pm
Bring a Brown Bag Lunch – at the Law Library
Van Doan maintains a law practice in Colombia, Maryland, where she practices family law. She
is the past chair of the Immigration Law Section of the Maryland State Bar Association. She is a
member of the American Immigration Lawyer’s Association. She speaks on many topics related
to Immigration Law.
—————————————————————————

Attorney Grievances How to Avoid Them
Speaker to be Determined Wednesday, April 16, 2014
Noon to 1:00 pm
Bring a brown bag lunch - at the Law Library
No Cost
—————————————————————————

Update from Annapolis—With Delegate H. Wayne Norman
Wednesday, May 14, 2014
Noon to 1:00 pm
Bring a brown bag lunch - at the Law Library
No Cost

CLE Committee Co-Chairs:
Meg Attanasio at: megattanasion@yahoo.com and Raj Goel at rgoel@offitkurman.com
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Maryland DUI: Online Education and Counseling Approved
KeepSober.org announced that the Maryland MVA and Department of Health certified its tele-behavioral health Pr ogram for the
MVA's mandated Alcohol Education Program (AEP). This online program is a Maryland first for using video counseling calls and
streaming multimedia to provide behavioral health services for people that can't travel.

For a description, watch our video at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W1_Pax0obVo
The video explains the Maryland MVA and ADAA certified Alcohol Education Program; who is allowed to enroll and how
it works.

Clients can enroll at: http://keepsober.org/md_dwi.html.

"Many first time DUI offenders don't have a problem with alcohol; they used bad judgment when they drove after drinking.", said
Dr. John McClannahan, Clinical Director of KeepSober. The Program educates these drivers and hopefully we won't see them
again. However, as part of our Program, we screen and identify people that have a problem with substance abuse and refer them to
treatment.
Stan Bielak, Executive Director of KeepSober, explained that over half of the alcoholics that get into recovery started with a DUI. In
Maryland there are 22,000 DWI arrests each year. Bielak added, 'this is very much in line with our mission to help alcoholics and
addicts to seek treatment and recovery". KeepSober's online education is open source, which means that it is free for anyone to access from its web site at http://www.keepsober.org. When earning a Certificate of Completion for the mandated AEP, DUI offenders
pay fees that are in line with those charged by brick and mortar substance abuse organizations.

CONTACT: Stan Bielak, mailto:stan@keepsober.org (410) 349-0900

http://www.KeepSober.org

Thank you to our
advertisers!

The Courthouse freezes over.
March 2014
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BOWLING WITH THE BAR!
"Now presenting your three-peat Bowling with the
Bar Champions, the law firm of Stark and Keenan!"
The words rang out over the loudspeakers at Forest
Hill Lanes as dozens of bowlers clapped and
cheered. A parade has been organized to travel the
length of Office Street, where local police anticipate
hundreds will gather to celebrate.
Ok, the result may not have been unexpected, the
parade may be any day Stark and Keenan attorneys
have a court docket, and the crowds may be there
for First Fridays when the interminable snow finally
melts away. The real outcome of the third annual
Bowling with the Bar was that everyone had a great
time socializing with fellow members of the bar and
their staffs.

The winning Stark & Keenan team!

Dave Ryden rejoiced at his impressive 200 game for
a full 30 seconds, until he learned that Larry DeMuth
had bowled a tournament-leading 205 at the other
end of our lanes. Both claimed to have not bowled
since last year's bar event, making them the rising
stars of the bar. While most of us could only imagine
such scores, the routine bowler and the novice alike
enjoyed a fun evening.
Join us next year for
the fun of it, and for
your chance to dethrone the (threetime) champs!

2014 Bowling
with the Bar
Standings
Stark and Keenan 1,816
Larry Demuth
1,586
SAO
1,446
Law Dept/Comeau 1442
Matt Hurff
1,395
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SAVE THE DATE!
Harford County Bar Foundation
Bull Roast
May 30, 2014

Mock Trial
The 3rd Circuit (Harford/Baltimore Co.) is down to the quarterfinals/Elite 8, with three Harford
County schools remaining:

Fallston, Havre de Grace, and C. Milton Wright.
Congratulations to all of the students who participated and
good luck to these schools as they continue to represent our county!
We extend a huge thank you to every volunteer judge, coach and scorer who participated in this
year’s earliest rounds of Mock Trial. Some of these volunteers continue to offer their time as teams
progress. This year was particularly challenging with multiple snow days wrecking havoc on the
schedule, everyone’s patience, commitment and flexibility was very much appreciated.
Our participating members:
Judges: Hon. Emory Plitt, Hon. Angela Eaves, Hon. M. Elizabeth Bowen, Hon. Yolanda Curtin, Hon.
Mimi Cooper and Hon. David Carey.

Coaches: Chris van Roden, Daniel Donlick, Brenden Hodge, Ann Cogan, Diane Sengstacke, Camille
Rogers, Diane Tobin, April Ishak, Kim Fleming and Joseph Cassilly.
Scorers: Donna Beard, Charles Wellington, Matthew Hurff, Tom Harrison, Rachael Dirzuweit, Liz
Thompson, Allen Nelson, Fred Hatem, Meg Attanasio, Kevin Olszewski, Roger Sullivan, Amanda
Selvy, Augustus Brown, Patrick Spider, Jackie Delisle, Laura Bearsch, and Carolyn Evans.
And in a category all her own, Debbie Bliss, Secretary to the Hon. Yolanda Curtin, for her tireless
efforts in scheduling and coordinating judges and scorers.

My apologies in the event we missed any other participants—many of you were last minute additions, and your participation saved the day!
Outreach Committee Chair Adam Hyman, adam.s.hyman@gmail.com
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Registration is now open ! ! ! Reserve your seat now for………
The 8th Annual Ann F. Matukaitis Family Law Symposium

MONDAY, MAY 5, 2014
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Richlin Ballroom in Edgewood, Maryland
“Parenting Plans:
How do you renegotiate family relationships after separation?”
Update on the research about Children and Divorce
Renegotiating Family Relationships
Mediation and the Results of a 12 year study
Developmentally sensitive Parenting Plans

Speaker: Robert E. Emery, Ph. D.

is a Professor of Psychology and Director of the
Center for Children, Families, and the Law at the University of Virginia, where he has spent his entire
academic career (beginning in 1981). Dr. Emery was the Director of Clinical Training at UVA from
1993 – 2002. His research focuses on family relationships and children’s mental health, including parental conflict, divorce, child custody, family violence, and genetically informed studies of all these
issues, as well as associated legal and policy issues. Dr. Emery has authored over 150 scientific publications and several books including the 2011 second edition of his book, Renegotiating Family Relationships: Divorce, Child Custody, and Mediation. His 2004 book, The Truth about Children and
Divorce: Dealing with Emotions so You and Your Children Can Thrive is written for a broad audience and was featured when Dr. Emery presented on The Today Show, Good Morning A merica, The
Jane Pauley Show, National Public Radio in Newsweek and Time magazines. He maintains a practice
as a clinical psychologist and divorce mediator. He is the father of 5 children.
To reserve a seat, mail this registration and a non-refundable $30 registration fee made payable to:
Harford County, Maryland
NO LATER THAN APRIL 15th
Attention: AFM SYMPOSIUM
Office of Family Court Services
101 South Main Street, Suite 300
Bel Air, Maryland 21014
Name: ______________________________Profession/Occupation:_______________
Phone Number: _______________________ Fax Number: _____________________
E-Mail ______________________________ Jurisdiction: ______________________
CEU’s
YES
NO
Social Worker License No: __________
Psychologist License No: ____________
LCPC License No: _________________
March 2014
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Cecil County’s Newest:
Family Law Master Desiree Reetz
Colleagues:
Please join me in extending heartiest
congratulations to
Desiree Reetz, Esquire, Harford County Bar Association
member, who accepted the position of
Family Law Master at Cecil County Circuit
Court early last month. Desiree began as
Family Law Master on February 3, 2014,
filling the vacancy left by the former Master, Brenda Sexton, who was promoted to
Judge in December, 2013.
Desiree was
most recently employed as a Staff Attorney
with Maryland Legal Aid Bureau. She
joined the Bureau in 2007, starting in the
Domestic Unit at the Metropolitan office,
located in Riverdale Maryland. There, she
advocated on behalf of clients in three jurisdictions, Prince Georges, Montgomery and
Howard counties handling all areas of family
law. In 2009, Desiree transferred to Legal
Aid’s Northeastern office in Bel Air as a
general practitioner, handling cases in the
District and Circuit Courts of Cecil and Harford counties.

reception in Desiree’s honor was held and
well attended by Harford county bar association members, community stakeholders and
her colleagues from around the state. Desiree will be greatly missed. But, at the
Desiree has been a zealous advocate same time, I appreciate that in her new role
for clients, a loyal and generous co-worker, as Family Law Master, she will continue to
and a committed member of the Bar Associ- promote access to justice for the poor.
ation. She served on several committees,
tenant organizations, and task forces; and as
Arlene Callender, Chief Attorney
Chair of the Harford County Bar AssociaLegal Aid Bureau Inc.
tion’s pro bono committee in 2013. On Fri103 S. Hickory Avenue
day January 31, from 4 to 6 pm, a farewell
Bel Air, MD 21014

Computer Research Training Sessions on Westlaw Next
Free, Private, Personalized — At the Law Library or your desk
Contact Law Librarian Jayne Haiber at lawlibrary@verizon.net, or 410-638-3467
March 2014
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GOVERNOR’S COMMISSION ON THE
COMMEMORATION OF THE

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PASSAGE OF
THE 19TH AMENDMENT
TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION
SEEKS LOCAL ASSISTANCE
Annapolis, MD, January 14, 2014 --- The Commission on the Commemoration of the 100th Anniversary
of the Passage of the 19th Amendment to the United States Constitution held its inaugural meeting on
Thursday, January 9, 2014. During the first meeting, the goals of the Commission were discussed including: developing a plan for commemorating the events that occurred in Maryland connected to women's
suffrage and the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution; assembling an inventory of
sites in Maryland that are significant to the suffrage movement; developing a strategy to encourage tourism related to the commemoration; and fostering collaboration between federal, state, county and municipal organizations with regard to commemorative programming.
As a result of the meeting, the Commission seeks research and volunteer assistance related to all aspects
of its mission. Any organization or individual wishing to contribute to the commemoration of the passage
of the 19th Amendment in Maryland, please contact your local Commissioner to volunteer information or
assistance.
Ratified by two-thirds of the states by August 1920, the 19th Amendment to the United State Constitution
gave women the right to vote in the United States. This Executive Commission is authorized by Chapter
603, Acts of 2013 (Code State Government Article, sec. 9-300) and chaired by the Honorable Gloria Lawlah. Authorization for the Task Force extends through October 31, 2020.
For further information, contact Commissioner Emily Oland Squires, Maryland State Archives, 350 Rowe
Boulevard, Annapolis, MD 21401, (410)260-6443, emily.squires@maryland.gov.

Notice:
District Court
Effective Monday March 3, 2014,
Bail review time will change to 1:30
pm from 1:15 pm. Also the special
set cases will be set at 1:30
pm rather than 1:45 pm.
Please feel free to contact Penny
Kurek if you have any questions.
Penny Kurek, Admin. Assistant IV
District Court, 410-836-4510
March 2014

Passing of Timothy T. Williams
Timothy T. Williams, a Baltimore School of Law
graduate, and former Law Clerk for the late Judge
Albert Close, passed away on December 8, 2013.
Mr. Williams devoted his career to homeless advocacy, and he established transitional-living and recovery centers in the city of Baltimore. According
to a friend, he chose not to practice law because,
“He needed more out of his life than working as a lawyer.” (Extracted from a lengthy obituary appearing in the Baltimore
Sun Jan. 2, 2014, with permission.)
Our condolences to the Williams family.
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ATTENTION: Please use this form to communicate with your Bar

Association leaders. Or, email us at harcobar@gmail.com. Tel. 443-987-3730.
My address on the label shown below should be changed to:
New Address:
New Phone:
New Fax:

To be answered in the next issue of the newsletter:

.............................................................................................................................

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
20 West Courtland Street
Bel Air, Maryland 21014

HARFORD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Place
US POSTAGE
Here

