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President’s Message
President’s message:
I can’t believe that the year has come and gone
and my tenure as your president is almost over. It
has been a very eventful year for the Bar Association. We have sworn in two new judges, and
survived a long winter. We have also been very
active bringing events to our members. We have
sponsored CLE programs, welcomed new members to our association, enjoyed the social events
put on by our social committee, and extended our
knowledge and expertise to high school students
who participated in the Civics and the Law Academy and the Mock Trial competitions, and the DUI
Mock trial program.

son for the High School Mock Trial competition. Our schools did a fine job as they advanced
through the competition and represented the
county well. I also need to acknowledge Brian
Young and Dave Ryden, who planned and worried
over the social events throughout the year. They
are busy planning events for the summer and
fall. If you have never attended a social event then
you are missing out. We don’t all sit around talking
about our
cases. They are fun events and I encourage all members to attend. I also need to
thank Raj Goel, Meg Attanasio and Brenden
Hodge who put together a very good variety of
CLE presentations for our members. I know that I
I would like to extend thanks to people who worked will miss someone and if I did I apologize but I
hard behind the scenes to help bring these wanted to specifically thank these people whose
programs to fruition. First, I need to acknowledge hard work is known only to Jayne and the officers.
our executive director, Jayne Haiber, whose main
job seems to be keeping up with deadlines and My goal this year was to increase participation in
staying ahead of the game. She is always thinking Bar related events and also to bring in new faces
of ways to improve the association and we are and new members, and to generally make the Bar
lucky to have her. I also need to acknowledge Ad- Association relevant to its members. I hope that I
am Hyman, who spearheaded the efforts to bring have succeeded. I wish the best to Larry Kreis as
the Civics and the Law Academy to approximately he takes over the role of president and also to the
85 high school students. Harford County is one of new members of the Executive Committee, Tracey
the few local associations, and the only “small bar” Delp and Camilla Rogers. It has been my privilege
that has been successful in taking this program to have served as your president and I hope to
from the State Bar, and it was largely due to Ad- continue to be involved in some capacity.
am’s efforts in coordinating the program with the
Public Schools. He also acted as the contact per
Diane Tobin, President
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HCBA Newsletter
Published quarterly (Sept/Dec/Mar/Jun). The
deadline for submissions is the 15th of the
month preceding publication. We publish
news and announcements relevant to the Harford County legal community. Articles providing legal related analysis or news are welcomed, provided they are 3000 characters or
less in length, including spaces. We reserve
the right to edit the submission as appropriate
for inclusion in the newsletter.

.

Rates for private, legal related advertisements
per issue run as follows: Full page: $160.00,
1/2 page: $80.00, 1/4 page: $40.00, 1/8 page:
$20.00.
Provided to HCBA Members at no cost
as part of annual dues.

To learn what is
going on, use
our QR code to
go straight to
our website!

UPCOMING EVENTS
BASEBALL!
ORIOLES vs.
THE NATIONALS
Wednesday, July 9
7:05 pm—?
GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday, September 3
5:00 pm
Ceremonial Courtroom
CRAB FEAST
Coming in October
Event Planning
Officers, Committee Chairs and Members:
If you are requesting Harford County Bar Association funding and/or sponsorship for your event,
please submit, within a reasonable time prior to
the event, a written proposal to the Executive
Council. The proposal shall include the dollar
amount requested. See By-Laws, Art. VI, as provided to members only on our website. For questions please contact the Executive Director.

Thank you.

Archived at: http://www.harcobar.org/newsletters.
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Announcing our 2014 - 2015 Officers
President - Larry Kreis, Jr.
President Elect - Hon. Yolanda L. Curtin
Secretary - Carl R. Schlaich
Treasurer - Anthony J. DiPaula

Executive Council
Past President - Diane Adkins Tobin
3rd Year - Hon. Stephen M. Waldron & Chris R. vanRoden
2nd Year - Brian Young & David Ryden

And Congratulations to our newest council members:
Tracey Delp & Cami Rogers

2014 General Assembly—Legislative Update
Delegate Susan Mc Comas has once again provided packets containing a summary of legislative bill
activity from this past 2014 session in Annapolis.
Ms. Mc Comas and Mr. Wayne Norman explained
these initiatives at the May 14 lunchtime CLE.
Due to the length of this material, (13 pages) it is
listed topically below, with the number of items
considered in parenthesis. Each topic item is
summarized in the materials, which are available
in the Law Library.
Highlights: Bur den of Pr oof for Pr otective and
Peace Orders, Possession of Marijuana—Civil
Offense, Civil Actions –Personal Injury or Death
Caused by Dog-Rebuttable Presumption, Maryland
Trust Act, Search Warrants—Procedures (2 items),
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Courts and Judicial Proceedings (4), Estates and
Trusts (2), Criminal (10), Revised Crimes (4),
Criminal Procedures (7), Victim’s Rights (7),
Public Safety and Corrections (7), Motor Vehicle
Offenses (5), Domestic Violence (4), Child Abuse
and Neglect (4), Juvenile Law (7), Miscellaneous
(1), and various updates concerning De W olfe v.
Richmond, 434 Md. 403 (2012).

More information can be found at the
Maryland General Assembly's webpage

www.mgaleg.maryland.gov.
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Congratulations!
The Honorable
Susan Hazlett
Recognized by
Daily Record
District Court Administrative Judge Susan Hazlett was
honored May 5, 2014, by the Daily Record at their annual
“Maryland’s Top 100 Women” program. The celebration
recognizes the women for their personal success, community
contributions, and outstanding mentoring of the next generation. Judge Hazlett was also recognized by the Maryland
Children’s Alliance. In addition to her administrative duties,
Judge Hazlett established Teen Court in Harford County.

Seeking Position
To Whom It May Concern:

"

Experienced, multi-lingual legal secretary and
receptionist seeks full-time employment beginning August 1, 2014.
Current employer specializes in civil law
(eminent domain, personal injury, contract law,
etc.). Strongest languages are English and
Spanish. Types 85 words per minute.
(accurate). Proficient in Windows and Microsoft
Office. Excellent interpersonal skills (10 years
of customer service experience, 15 years of
running and owning own business). Salary
negotiable. References and resumé available
upon request.

Please contact
kelsey.c.schmidt@gmail.com or
630-673-6970 for further information.
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Judge Curtin’s administrative law training.
More on page 9.

‘House of Cards’
Gives Boost at
Lunchtime
Letter to The Aegis, May 1, 2014
I am responding to your recent article
"House of Card's—and money—may
leave." You reference numerous local
companies that have benefited economically from the show's production in
Harford County. However, there is one
glaring omission. A prominent member
of the Harford County Bar Association,
Larry F. Kreis, Esq., has received payment from the production company for
the use of his 2000 Volvo in numerous
episodes of the "House of Cards."
These payments have allowed Mr. Kreis
to acquire a Slurpee and corn dog every
Friday at the Bel Air 7-Eleven. The
show's exodus from Harford County
would certainly impact Mr. Kreis' weekly spending spree.
Robert S. Lynch, Esq.
Bel Air
Editor's note: Mr. Kreis points out the
car actually belongs to his wife, Donna
Kreis.
Read more: http://www.baltimoresun. com/
news/maryland/harford/belair/ph-ag-letter-lynch
-0502-20140501,0,569 7951.story#ixzz31Su8
Dcke (Reprinted with permission of the author.)
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Abusive Use
of Power of Attorney
The Register of Wills and the State’s Attorney
have seen an increase in the number of fraudulent acts
committed under a power of attorney (POA). Elderly
persons and vulnerable adults have had funds from
bank accounts stolen or had assets disposed of against
their wishes by relatives or friends who convinced them
to execute a POA.
An attorney that is hired to prepare a POA has
an ethical question of who is their client; the person
who requests the document and pays for the preparation or the principal named in the POA. The State’s
Attorney has recently been referred cases for prosecution where the victim was persuaded to sign a general
POA that was prepared by an attorney. In one instance
a woman was to be hospitalized for a week, her relatives suggested that she give them a POA to pay her
bills and manage her affairs if there were complications from the surgery. She was driven by relatives to a
lawyer who presented her with a general POA. While
the woman was in the hospital her relatives cashed certificates of deposit, emptied and closed her bank accounts and sold some assets,
resulting in a theft of
$800,000.
According to the victim the attorney never
inquired into the circumstances surrounding the need
for a POA. The attorney could have recommended a
limited POA, a form is provided in the Estates and
Trust Article. Also under the E&T Art. §17-111, the
attorney could have added a condition precedent to the
effective date of the POA or a date terminating the
POA.

misunderstands the lawyer's role in the matter, the lawyer shall make reasonable efforts to correct the misunderstanding.”
Criminal Law Art. §8-801 Exploitation of vulnerable adults states, “A person may not knowingly
and willfully obtain by deception, intimidation, or undue influence the property of an individual that the person knows or reasonably should know is a vulnerable
adult (or an individual at least 68 years old) with intent
to deprive the vulnerable adult of the vulnerable adult's
property.” If an attorney believes this is the case, they
may have witnessed a crime in their office and should
take appropriate steps to protect the potential victim
and prevent the crime from progressing. Md. Rule of
Professional Conduct Rule 1.6 states “(b) A lawyer may
reveal information relating to the representation of a
client to the extent the lawyer reasonably believes necessary:
(2) to prevent the client from committing a crime
or fraud that is reasonably certain to result in substantial
injury to the financial interests or property of another
and in furtherance of which the client has used or is using the lawyer's services; (or)
(3) to prevent, mitigate, or rectify substantial injury
to the financial interests or property of another that is
reasonably certain to result or has resulted from the client's commission of a crime or fraud in furtherance of
which the client has used the lawyer's services[.]”
An attorney does not want to be in the position
of being accused by the victim of assisting or colluding
with the thief and end up with a complaint for misconduct under MRPC 8.4 to the Attorney Grievance Commission or part of a criminal investigation.

The protection of the elderly and vulnerable
adults, both physically and financially, remains a priority of law enforcement and the Office of the State’s AtIf the persons who hired the attorney are to be- torney. We ask that all attorneys remain vigilant for the
come the agents under the POA or may benefit from the exploitation of vulnerable adults by potential or existing
POA then the attorney should insist on speaking to the clients and to take whatever steps necessary within their
ethical obligations to prevent such occurrences.
principal out of their presence to determine first the
principal’s capacity and willingness to execute any legal document and then their understanding of the need
for and effect of a specific type of
Joseph I. Cassilly
State’s Attorney for Harford County
POA. Md. Rule of Professional Conduct Rule 4.3.
Dealing with Unrepresented Person states, “In dealing
on behalf of a client with a person who is not representDerek K. Hopkins
ed by counsel, a lawyer shall not state or imply that the
Register of Wills
lawyer is disinterested. When the lawyer knows or reasonably should know that the unrepresented person
June 2014
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Welcome
New Members
2013 / 2014

————————————

Adams, Thomas
Collins, Shawn
Dirzuweit, Rachel
Ganvir, Malini
Gerst, Michael
Gonzalez, Paul
Grafton, William
Hall, Matthew

Join the HCBA at

Isaac, Raquel
Jones, Steven

Maryland Judiciary
Night
Wednesday, July 9th at 7:05 pm

Orioles vs. The Nationals

King-Garappolo, Tracey
Korn, Mark
Lee, Michelle
Lowensen, Joan
McMullen, Alexander
Mecinski, Stan
Riley Shane

T-Shirt Giveaway Night!

Salem, Daniel

Schallawitz, Ronald

Tickets $15 each
checks payable to the HCBA
upper reserved seating

Selvey, Amanda
Sentman, Maureen
Smith, Sean

Drop off payment at the bar office,
or with Brian Young
June 2014

Streett, Joshua
Trostle, Steven
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CLE
The CLE Committee is actively meeting to plan the “Fall 2014 Series of Seminars,” for
the months of September, October and November 2014. The CLE committee welcomes
members of the bar association who may be interested in participating.
CLE Committee Co-Chairs:

Meg Attanasio at: megattanasio@yahoo.com and Raj Goel at: rgoel@offitkurman.com

HARFORD BAR ASSOCIATION
PRESENTED DRUNK DRIVING MOCK TRIALS
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
It’s prom time and that means that for the 27th year in
a row Harford County Circuit Court Judge Stephen M.
Waldron has led a team of local attorneys and law
enforcement officers into area high schools for DUI
mock trials. Each trial team consisted of Judge
Waldron, a prosecutor, a defense attorney, a police
officer and a younger attorney playing the part of a
student at the school, borrowing the name (with
permission) of an actual student in the senior class.
The panel put on a DUI mock trial with facts involving a post-prom party and which highlighted the
negative repercussions from bad decision-making
about drinking and driving, followed by a questionand-answer session between students and the trial
team.

Defense attorneys included Joe Snee, Bruce Smith,
Chris Van Roden and Ed Andrews, who once again
failed to keep their clients from being convicted. Law
enforcement officers were Sgt. Rob Pfarr of the Bel
Air Police Department, and from the Harford County
Sheriff's Office, DFC Austin Steg, Capt. Carl Brooks,
DFC Christopher Maddox, Lt. Don Gividen and Cpl.
Shawn Craig.
The high school senior defendants were portrayed in a
frighteningly realistic way by attorneys Karen Raborg,
Chris Smith, Brenden Hodge, Laura Bechtel and
Caroline Andes, most of whom should have learned
their lessons last year, and who now qualify for treatment as subsequent offenders.

Judge Waldron gave special thanks to this year's
This year’s participating high schools were North teams, noting that several of this year's defendants
Harford, Bel Air, Havre de Grace, Joppatowne, received requests for phone numbers and invitations to
Patterson Mill and Fallston.
the prom.
Prosecutors for this year's program included Harford The participation of so many attorneys who gave so
County State’s Attorney Joe Cassilly, Deputy State’s willingly of their time and talents to perpetuate this
Attorney Diane Tobin, and local prosecutors Dave long-standing program is greatly appreciated.
Ryden, Chris Smith and Mike Mathias. Strangely
enough, they had another perfect record of convictions
this year.
June 2014
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New Admittee Ceremony 2014

New Admittee
Mary Lynn Denholm (OSA)
Rachael Lee Dirzuweit
Steven Furst
James Gahring Gault
Paul Joseph Gonzalez
Elizabeth Helen Thompson
Steven Ezequiel Jones
Maureen Sentman Danos
Daniel L. Salem
Amanda Lynne Selvy
Christopher William Swain

Sponsor
Tracy Delp (Diane Tobin)
Honorable William O. Carr
Robert McCord
Carl Schlaich
Donald J. Arnold
Honorable Angela M. Eaves
Diane Tobin
Honorable William O. Carr
Tracy Delp, Esquire (Diane Tobin)
Honorable Yolanda L. Curtin
Michael Comeau

Mental Health Diversion Program offers Team
Approach for Offenders with a Mental Illness
Supervision, Treatment, and Rehabilitation
Voluntary Alternatives for Those who Qualify
For competent individuals who are arrested on misdemeanor charges which appear related to a mental
illness, or who have a history of major mental illness,
a supportive environment within the criminal justice
system may be just a phone call away.

Over lunch on May 27, 2014, District Court Judge
Mimi Cooper, joined by representatives of Core
Service Agency of Harford County, Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene, Division of Parole and
Probation, and Alliance, Inc. presented an overview of
the Mental Health Diversion Program. The program
is designed to channel the focus population into
comprehensive services. Goals include reducing
recidivism and inappropriate institutionalizations,
strengthening links between the criminal justice and
mental health systems, and maximizing the delivery of
available resources targeting this population.
June 2014

Referrals are made to Ms. Jenn Bober, of the Harford
County State’s Attorney’s Office. Ms. Bober makes a
preliminary determination, the MHDP team reviews,
and the Judge makes the final authorization for participation. If rejected, the case will proceed through the
normal process outside the program.
While the voluntary program requires a one-year
commitment to a variety of conditions, an offender
may have their case placed on the stet
docket, be
granted PBJ, or a obtain a suspended or split sentence.
A written agreement spells out the intentions and
conditions of the program.
For more information contact Ms. Bober at
410-638-3231 or jmbober@harfordcountymd.gov.
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Another packed lunchtime event as
Judge Curtin joins the Young Lawyers
On Tuesday May 6, 2014, the Young Lawyers section
of the bar association hosted the Honorable Yolanda
Curtin at the bar library for a lunchtime overview of
administrative hearings. We had an excellent turnout
with over 40 attorneys present. Fortunately, we had
just enough space and seating to fill a packed library.

For those individuals that were unable to attend, Judge
Curtin has offered copies of her PowerPoint presentation that includes various links and resources for attorneys.
Please feel free to contact me at
Brenden@KarasBradford.com for a copy, or find
them at the CLE archives on our website.

Judge Curtin spoke in detail and gave attention to handling MVA hearings for clients. During the presentation, attorneys were able to ask questions and learn the
potential challenges clients face following a DUI
charge or Breathalyzer refusal. We also learned the
logistical and procedural steps following an motor vehicle administrative hearing.

I'd like to thank Judge Curtin for putting on an insightful and interactive presentation. Thank you to Jayne
for hosting us. Thanks for the Bar Association for
sponsoring the event and lunch. We'll try and do another "Lunch with a Judge" in the middle of the Summer so keep an eye out for the next event. Brenden
Hodge, Chair, Young Lawyers Committee.

For those interested in joining the Young Lawyers Committee please feel
free to contact Chair Brenden Lee Hodge, at brenden@karasbradford.com.
June 2014
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CIVICS & LAW ACADEMY:
The Law and You
On April 11, 2014 the Harford County Bar Association brought together over one hundred
students,
volunteers, and presenters to this year’s Harford County Civics and Law
Academy. President Diane Adkins Tobin gave an early morning welcome to approximately
85 enthusiastic students at Joppatowne High School, and conducted a panel introduction of
our many outstanding member presenters. Keynote Speaker Joseph
Cassilly, State’s
Attorney for Harford County, followed with an engaging presentation to start the day.
Students were then allowed to select from a roster of concurrent sessions:
Rights and Responsibilities, Craig DeRan, Esq. of Stark & Keenan, P.A. and Weston Park,
Esq. of Harford Community College
Law and Justice, Joel Muneses, Esq. Assistant State’s Attorney, Harford County, Wayne
Steedman, Esq. of Callegary & Steedman, P.A. and Robert McCord, Esq. County Attorney,
Harford County Law Department
Law in a Cyber-Age, Laura Bechtel, Esq. and Kevin Mahoney, Esq. of Snee, Mahoney,
Lutche & Helmlinger, P.A.
Free Speech, School Speech, and Protected Speech, James Rutledge, Esq. of Rutledge &
Aitken, LLC & Max D. Miller, Esq., Law Office of Max D. Miller
Power and Empowerment, Diane Adkins Tobin, Esq. Deputy State’s Attorney for Harford
County, President, Harford County Bar Association and Master Frederick J. Hatem, Jr,
Past President Harford County Bar Association
12 Cases of the Supreme Court, Melissa Lambert, Esq., Council Attorney, Harford County
Council and Nancy Giorno, Esq., Harford County Law Department
The day was concluded with plenty of pizza for all and the commencement of plans for next
year.
Many thanks to program contributors including the Maryland State Bar Association &
Citizenship Law Related Education Program, in partnership with Harford County Public
Schools & American Bar Association. And, a special thanks to the hard work of Outreach
Co-Chairs Adam Hyman and Donna Beard, and for the staff and administration of
Joppatowne High School who guaranteed our success for the day! (And the delivery of the
pizzas!)

June 2014
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Appointed Attorney Program
The District Court in Harford County is not going to appoint attorneys for Harford County; the appointment and
scheduling of all attorneys will be handled by District Court Headquarters in Annapolis. If you are interested, please
review the instructions below. Thank you for your interest. Please let me know if I can be of further assistance to you.
Terri L. Mumma, Administrative Clerk, District Court of Maryland, terri.mumma@mdcourts.gov

Please check www.harcobar.org for links to important information
Greetings,
The District Court has created a new program to comply with the De Wolfe v. Richmond decision. The District Court
of Maryland Appointed Attorneys Program appoints attor neys to r epr esent indigent defendants at initial
appearances conducted by District Court commissioners. The program pays $50.00 per hour or attorneys may donate
their hours and receive pro bono credit.
The recruitment effort has begun and will be ongoing to ensure that a sufficient number of attorneys a represent for
all initial appearances. We are now developing a preliminary list of attorneys interested in serving as appointed
attorneys for this program as the anticipated start date is July 1, 2014. We seek your help for this initial campaign
and the ongoing recruitment effort.
Staffing needs are different depending on the jurisdiction. In larger jurisdictions, adequate staffing will require
multiple attorneys on duty during each shift – day, evening and overnight– every day of the year, including holidays.
In smaller districts, attorneys may simply need to be available several hours each day. The appointment and
scheduling of attorneys will be coordinated from District Court Headquarters in Annapolis.
I am asking all District Court judges and administrative clerks to advise the local bar, whether in the courtroom or
through more creative means, of this opportunity to earn up to $8,000.00 per month, and no, judges cannot apply for
the program. Additionally, I respectfully ask Circuit Court judges and administrators to join us in this effort.
There are multiple ways for an attorney who is interested, or knows someone who may be interested, to participate in
the program. They can provide contact information to appointedattorneys@mdcourts.gov, go to the Appointed
Attorneys Program website at www.mdcourts.gov and download an application, call 410-260-1230, or fill out a paper application, and send the application to:
Office of the Coordinator of Commissioner Activity
Attn: District Court of Maryland Appointed Attorneys Program
251 Rowe Boulevard, Suite 341
Annapolis, MD 21401
A program factsheet and application, [linked at harcobar.org] may be of use when discussing this opportunity to
serve as an appointed attorney. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.
Sent on behalf of Judge Morrissey
District Court of Maryland
Terri Bolling
Deputy Director
Office of Communications and Public Affairs
State of Maryland Judiciary
Judicial Education Conference Center
2011-D Commerce Park Drive
Annapolis, MD 21401
terri.bolling@mdcourts.gov
www.mdcourts.gov
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ATTENTION: Please use this form to communicate with your Bar

Association leaders. Or, email us at harcobar@gmail.com. Tel. 443-987-3730.
My address on the label shown below should be changed to:
New Address:
New Phone:
New Fax:

To be answered in the next issue of the newsletter:

.............................................................................................................................

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
20 West Courtland Street
Bel Air, Maryland 21014

HARFORD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Place
US POSTAGE
Here

