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President’s Message
Dear Members,
This is a very busy time of year, right after Thanksgiving, and as we begin the holiday season preparations. It is also a good time to stop and reflect upon
our lives and how we should thank those who
support us throughout the year. I am grateful for
Jayne Haiber, our executive director, who does a
tremendous job keeping track of all things bar
association related, and is still trying to explain the
presence of a tiki bar in the library. I am grateful for
all of the clerks and judges’ staffs who put up with
the demands of attorneys and still maintain a very
pleasant demeanor. We should all take a few
moments to wish them a happy holiday.

beautiful evening in Bel Air. The holiday party is this
coming Friday, December 6 at the Tower, and I
know that this will also be a fun event. The bowling
rematch is scheduled for February, and I expect that
last year’s winners from Stark and Keenan will be
there to defend the title. The Outreach committee
is planning the Civics and the Law Academy with the
Harford County Public schools sometime in April and
we will be reaching out to the membership to
provide speakers. We also enthusiastically provided
attorney mentors for the high school’s mock trial
teams. So I am looking forward to a busy six
months.

This is also a good time to reflect on the upcoming
year. I am very excited about the enthusiasm that is
building within the bar association. We have been
fortunate to have been treated to some very good
CLE programs, and I hope that those of you who
attended those programs appreciate the work and
effort that went into planning them. We are also
fortunate to have a very active social committee
hard at work planning events. Those of us who
attended the crab feast in October were treated to a

Finally, I would like to extend congratulations to
our two newest members of the bench, the
Honorable Yolanda Curtin and the Honorable David
Carey. Both have been very active members of the
bar association, and we look forward to their many
years of service to the community.
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Wishing a safe and happy holiday season to all of
you, your staff, and your families.

Diane Tobin, President,
Harford County Bar Association
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HCBA Newsletter
Published quarterly (Sept/Dec/Mar/Jun). The
deadline for submissions is the 15th of the
month preceding publication. We publish
news and announcements relevant to the Harford County legal community. Articles providing legal related analysis or news are welcomed, provided they are 3000 characters or
less in length, including spaces. We reserve
the right to edit the submission as appropriate
for inclusion in the newsletter.

.

Rates for private, legal related advertisements
per issue run as follows: Full page: $160.00,
1/2 page: $80.00, 1/4 page: $40.00, 1/8 page:
$20.00.
Provided to HCBA Members at no cost
as part of annual dues.

UPCOMING EVENTS
HOLIDAY PARTY
Friday, December 6
6 to 9 pm
The Tower Restaurant
ADULT GUARDIANSHIP SEMINAR
FOR ATTORNEYS
Friday, December 13
9 to 3 pm
Annapolis
ANNUAL BAR FOUNDATION
PRO BONO CEREMONY
Wednesday, January 15
4:30 to 6:30 pm
MaGerk’s
GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday, February 5
5 pm
Ceremonial Courtroom
BOWLING WITH THE BAR
Saturday, February 22
7:30 pm
Forest Hills Lanes

Event Planning
Officers, Committee Chairs and Members:
If you are requesting Harford County Bar Association funding and/or sponsorship for your event,
please submit, within a reasonable time prior to
the event, a written proposal to the Executive
Council. The proposal shall include the dollar
amount requested. See By-Laws, Art. VI, as provided to members only on our website. For questions please contact the Executive Director.

Thank you.

Archived at: http://www.harcobar.org/newsletters.
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Congratulations!
The Honorable Yolanda Curtin & The Honorable David Carey

In mid-October, 2013, Governor Martin O’Malley completed the long awaited

task of selecting Harford County’s newest judges from two pools of well
qualified candidates. Investitures were held in Bel Air on November 15,
2013 for Circuit Court Judge Yolanda Curtin, and on November 22, 2013
for District Court Judge David Carey.

We wish them both a long and distinguished judicial career.

Harford County Pro Bono Committee Report
The Harford County Pro Bono Committee and Maryland Legal Aid sponsored the fifth Pro Bono Day
on Saturday, October 19, 2013. We held it at the Wage Connection in Aberdeen for the first
time. We assisted 34 people on a variety of issues, including criminal law, family law, landlord/
tenant, mortgage issues, consumer and business.
A special thank you to our volunteers for making the Pro Bono Day a success: JW Walker (Law Office of Justin Alex),
Kelly Casper (Public Defender’s Office), Gwen Tate (SARC), Carla Barker (Home Partnership), Arlene Callender (Legal
Aid), Elizabeth Rowe (Legal Aid), Marianne Vanderwiele (Legal Aid), Nancy Mahoney (Harford County Bar Foundation), and Angel Wyatt (Department of Social Services). Also a special thank you to the Wage Connection for allowing us to take over their offices for the day. — Desiree Reetz, Chair
Dec 2013
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Harford County Bar Foundation
In addition to working hard behind the scenes at 18
Office Street, Harford County Bar Foundation Executive Director Nancy Mahoney has been very
busy traveling the state meeting with various organizations and setting up events to promote the
Bar Foundation’s mission of educational and legal
referral services to the residents of Harford County. The Bar Foundation is also connecting with the
younger attorneys in the community.

plan on hosting more informal ‘after hours’ get togethers and per Brendon Hodge’s request, we will
include s’mores on the menu!

Nancy also sends a “...thank you to everyone for
their support of our mission to Promote Equal Access to Justice by supporting our cause by spreading the word, volunteering their time and services,
as well as donating to our program. Their support
is vital for us to reach our goal. They are the heart
Nancy shared, “We enjoyed hosting the young at- of our program. We are always seeking new memtorneys Thursday for a bit of cheer at the Bar bers, please call or stop
Foundation. It was nice to relax, talk and laugh. by and visit!”
There are great things happening at 18 Office
Street. We are able to accomplish our mission
Executive Director Nancy
through your enthusiasm and support! Thank you
Mahoney and Assistant
for sharing your time, talents, and ideas. We do
Barbara Heller Ogden

UPCOMING EVENTS:

The Beam of Light Celebration and Awards
MaGerk’s on Wednesday, January 15th from 4:30 to 6:30 pm.
Sure to be fun and a great celebration!
We are seeking nominations for The Deborah J. Hall Beam of Light Award.
A nomination form can be found at the end of this newsletter and
on the Bar Foundation page of the HCBA website.
We ask that all nominations be returned to the Awards Committee at The Bar Foundation.
no later than Monday December 9th.

A Foreclosure Solutions Workshop
Attorneys please share with your clients!
Workshop presented by Lois Bracco of PBRC and the Bar Foundation
to be held at the Bel Air Library from 10-1 on Saturday January 25th.

Bankruptcy Workshop - For the Public
On Wednesday February 19th we will be sponsoring a bankruptcy workshop
at the Bel Air Library from 6-7:45 pm.
Dec 2013
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CLE
Dear CLE Committee:
On Thursday, December 5, the CLE
Committee will be meeting to plan
the Spring 2014 Series for the
Harford County Bar Association.
The meeting will take place at Meg
Attanasio’s office, which is located
at 44 N. Main Street in Bel Air. We
will start the meeting at 4:30 pm and
snacks will be provided. If you are
unable to attend but want to participate in the meeting via phone,
please let me know and I will
provide you with a call in number.
In preparation for this meeting,
please come prepared with potential
CLE topics and speakers along with
ideas on how to boost attendance. Of course, if you know any
other members of the bar who may
be interested in participating on this
committee, please feel free to
forward this information to them.
If you have any questions or concerns, please call me at 410-5694400. Otherwise, I look forward to
seeing everyone on December 5.
Raj Goel

Ian Fallon, Pres. Elect Larry Kreis, Chris van Roden, Master
Fred Hatem (Past President) and Brenden Hodge cracking
crabs. More photos on page 6.
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FIRM FUNDRAISING
Each year, Love, Fleming & Bearsch participates in a
charitable activity to contribute to our local community. A member of the firm selects the activity. Last
year, we were happy to participate in a Habitat for
Humanity Build at Kim Fleming’s suggestion. This
year, we participated in three events. We were feeling
energetic! First, as several members of the firm
adopted pets this year from the Humane Society,
Laura Bearsch elected to support the Harford County
Humane Society by entering her rescue dog, Tucker,
in the “Make Your Pet a Pin Up” Calendar contest. At the time he came to the Shelter as a stray,
Tucker had skin allergies so severe that he had almost
no hair and his skin was bleeding. With the help of
some special medication, Tucker is now stunning! (or
so we think!) Tucker and friends raised over $650 for
the Shelter and will be “Mr. January” in the 2014 Calendar. Anyone who wishes to support the Humane
Society may go to www.harfordshelter.org and purchase a calendar. All proceeds go directly to the care
of the animals and maintenance of the Shelter.
This year, we also decided to contribute to our global
community. Our second activity was filling holiday
gift boxes for Samaritan’s Purse, a nonprofit organization that provides various types of aid to people all
across the world. For each box, you choose whether
the box will be for a girl or a boy and an age
group. The boxes are then filled with anything from
candy and toys to vitamins, medical supplies and
clothing. We had a wonderful time selecting the items
and hope that the children who receive these boxes
will have a happy and peaceful holiday season. If you
would like to participate or donate, you may go to
www.samaritanspurse.org. You can even track your
box around the world if you choose!

Finally, our associate, Jeff Burger, ran the New York
Marathon this year and the firm supported his fundraising efforts. He raised over $5,000 for the American Heart Association in loving memory of his Dad,
Richard. Jeff ran the race in under 3 hours and finished 631st out of a field of 50,740 runners. Congratulations Jeff!
We are already planning next year’s activity, which
will be fundraising for the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation at the request of Katey Raker, our paralegal
who battles Crohn’s disease and is active year round
in raising both funds and awareness for treatment and
a cure. If you or someone you love has been impacted
by these illnesses, please don’t hesitate to join us in
our efforts!

We are grateful to be able
to participate in these causes.
We wish all of you a safe and
joyous holiday season.

Computer Research Training Sessions on Westlaw Next
Free, Private, Personalized — At the Law Library or your desk
Contact Law Librarian Jayne Haiber at lawlibrary@verizon.net, or 410-638-3467
Dec 2013

Page 6

Please join us at our annual

Friday, December 6, 2013
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm

The Tower on Main Street in Bel Air
Delicious Buffet & Cash Bar
Members and Guests Welcome
Tickets $35.00 Per Person & A Charitable Donation

Buy-a-Bulb returns!
Gifts support the Harford Family House and the Salvation Army

Please Purchase tickets on our website

Dec 2013
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MSBA Conference of Bar Presidents 2013

HCBA President Diane Tobin
networking Hershey style.

HCBA President Diane Tobin (front center) is joined by Hon.
William O. Carr, Board of Governors, President Elect Larry
Kreis and spouse, Past MSBA President Neil Helfrich and
spouse, Executive Director Jayne Haiber, and Mrs. Carr.

One of the perks of volunteering to be a bar association president, president elect, or member of
the Board of Governors, (or being an Executive Director) is the invitation to join the MSBA, all
expenses paid, at a three day conference of learning, networking, and in this case, enjoying an
endless supply of chocolate. This year’s conference was held at the Hershey Lodge in Pennsylvania, where even the whipped butter comes flavored chocolate.
While association officers are busy sharing a healthy dose of camaraderie, ideas for fund raising
and sponsorships, community outreach, lawyer development, and more, other participants are
also getting together. The title, “Conference of Bar Presidents,” is somewhat misleading, as the
function also serves as the annual gathering for other MSBA groups such as the Young Lawyers
Summit, the Leadership Academy, and the MSBA Board of Governors. The mixing of roles and
experience provides for an eclectic change of pace and an enjoyable immersion into the world of
the Maryland State Bar Association.

Board of Governors Seeking Nominees
The Maryland State Bar Association has recently made its annual announcement that it is seeking
nominees to fill positions on the MSBA Board of Governors. The terms alternate, and our District 9 will have a vacancy this June when Judge Carr completes his term.
We are therefore seeking the names of interested MSBA members who are residents of our
District which consists of Harford and Cecil Counties. The term will run from June 2014 to June
2016. Nominees are required to submit a biographical sketch, prepared by the candidate and not
exceeding 100 words. Names of nominees are submitted to the board for formal election. We are
required to submit one name from our group of candidates. For details, please contact Executive
Director Jayne Haiber at harcobar@gmail.com.
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The Daily Record’s Harford County
Leadership in Law
Award Winners
The Honorable William O. Carr
&
Harford County
State’s Attorney Joseph Cassilly

Congratulations!
Leadership in Law was created in 2000 to draw attention to the many Maryland legal professionals — lawyers and
judges — whose dedication to their occupation and to their communities deserves particular recognition. See more at:
http://thedailyrecord.com/leadership-in-law.

The 2013-2014 State Mock Trial Tournament
preparation underway
Harford County Public Schools, thanks to the support from the Harford County Bar Association, has
increased from six high schools to eight high schools participating this year. New teams from Fallston
High School and Patterson Mill High School join teams from C. Milton Wright, Edgewood, Harford Tech,
Havre de Grace, Joppatowne, and North Harford High Schools in competing in this year’s competition. The release of the case takes place in mid-November and teams begin preparation for preliminary
rounds of competition to determine seeding in January. HCPS wants to thank the Bar Association members who have agreed to support teams as Attorney Coaches as well as those members who may agree
to be match scorers. — George J. Toepfer, Supervisor of Social Studies,
Harford County Public Schools.

Scorers needed!
For more information and to sign up, please contact
Outreach Committee Chair Adam Hyman at
adam.s.hyman@gmail.com
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The Bar Association annual crab feast was held October 3rd at the
Main Street Tower on their brand new street level patio. Thirty –
eight members and a handful of guests used mallets, railings, table
edges, or their bare hands to crack into crabs along with soup, corn
on the cob, chicken, and many other items that Renato and Mario
Buontempo prepared. Notable guests included Judges Carr, Waldron, and Eaves; Master (and Past President) Fred Hatem, State’s
Attorney, Joe Cassilly, and Harford County Bar Foundation Executive
Director Nancy Mahoney. Our most treasured attendees, however,
were three of our newest Bar Association members: Paul Gonzalez,
Maria De Lacy, and Jamie Meier. Welcome!
— David Ryden
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Young Lawyers team up to show how it’s done with:
“What Not to Do and Other Practice Tips”
as shared by the Hon. William O. Carr
and even experienced practitioner.
One example Judge Carr pointed out was the
motion to compel discovery and for sanctions’
proposed orders. “One thing I often see from
attorneys in the proposed orders is that their
houses shall be burned to the ground and salt
the Earth around it… I’m not going to sign that.”
Judge Carr provided a copy of his own proposed
orders for lawyers to utilize in their practice.

On November 7, the Maryland State Bar
Association Young Lawyer’s Section and the
Harford County Bar Association Young Lawyer’s
committee held a “Lunch with a Judge Event”
with Judge Carr.
Thanks to the efforts by the State Bar and local
attorneys, we had an excellent turn out with over
60 guests from various surrounding counties in
Maryland. Judge Carr spoke during the lunch
hour about tips and things to avoid as a young

We would like to thank all of the attorneys who
came out to support this event. A special thanks
to Judge Carr for speaking, the Maryland State
Bar Young Lawyers for sponsoring the event and
providing the food, Jayne for hosting us in the
Law Library, and Brian Young for coordinating
the efforts while I was out recovering from surgery.
Brenden Lee Hodge, Esq.
Young Lawyer Committee Chair

Please consider participating in this year’s

———————————————
CIVICS AND LAW ACADEMY
——————————————

The Harford County Bar Association will be partnering with Harford County Public Schools
to bring the Civics and Law Academy back to Harford County. Last year’s participating schools were
very enthusiastic about continuing the program, and we look forward to engaging the students.
An April event is anticipated and the location is yet to be determined.

Volunteers will be needed.
Please contact Adam Hyman at adam.s.hyman@gmail.com or email us at harcobar@gmail.org.
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Didn’t
my assistant take
care of that?

Miss a deadline?
A small percentage of members have not yet
submitted 2013/2014 dues invoiced in June.
For those who have not yet paid, we do hope you plan to
stay with us! For those who have paid, thank you!
To check your membership status, feel free to email the
HCBA office at harcobar@gmail.com.

Is it
December
already?

Huh?

What
invoice?
I’m pretty sure
my firm pays
for me.

I’m really not an
Emeritus Member yet?
Dec 2013
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2014 DEBORAH J. HALL BEAM OF LIGHT AWARD
NOMINATION FORM
Description: In honor of Debi Hall, the Beam of Light Award was established by the Harford County Bar
Foundation in 1998 to recognize the spirit and commitment of those individuals who assist the public and
clients within the legal community. Debi Hall truly brightened the lives of all the people with whom she
assisted on a daily basis.
Criteria: The nominee must be any individual (other than an attorney) who deals with the public and/or
clients concerning legal matters; i.e. Court Clerks, Law Clerks, Paralegals, Secretaries, Receptionists, etc.
The nominee must exhibit in his/her actions a commitment to providing quality services to all clients and/
or the general public on a daily basis by:
 doing something more than expected for a client/customer or co-worker in the course of his/her
duties; or

 supporting the work of all co-workers on behalf of the client/customer – “all for one and one for all”;
or

 promoting a non-sexist, non-elitist, non-racist environment through valuing all client (s)/customer (s)/
co-worker (s); or

 empowering client (s)/customer (s)/co-worker (s) through dignity, respect, service or mentoring; or

 being a willing worker who brightens up the day.

Narrative: Describe activity for which nomination is made; length of time nominee has been employed;
what makes this nominee unique over others performing similar services; and any further comments. Please include specific references if possible.
Deadline for nominations: Monday December 9, 2013. Nomination Form and narrative may be
submitted by mail to: The Beam of Light Award Review Committee, Harford County Bar Foundation, 18
Office Street, Bel Air, Maryland 21014; or Fax to (410) 836-0328
Recipient of the Beam of Light Award will be recognized in the Harford County Bar Association newsletter;
on the plaque at the Court House; and at the Annual Bar Foundation’s Pro Bono Awards ceremony on
Wednesday January 15 from 4:30-6:30, MaGerk’s Restaurant as well as receive a gift.
Nomination:

Name of Nominee:________________________________________________________

Information: Position:____________________________ Office:______________________________
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ATTENTION: Please use this form to communicate with your Bar

Association leaders. Or, email us at harcobar@gmail.com. Tel. 443-987-3730.
My address on the label shown below should be changed to:
New Address:
New Phone:
New Fax:

To be answered in the next issue of the newsletter:

.............................................................................................................................

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
20 West Courtland Street
Bel Air, Maryland 21014

HARFORD COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Place
US POSTAGE
Here

